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ur age is character-
ized by rampant rel-
ativism; absolutes 
are trashed, and everyone is a 
self-acclaimed arbiter of what 
is right and what is wrong. Pluralism 
plagues the planet as the Year of Our 
Lord 1999 slips onto our calendar. 
But it is an event not on the calendar 
that is capturing headlines and the 
attention of both the expectant and 
the mildly curious—the coming 
third millennium, now only months 
away. Will Christ’s return usher it in?
Those who believe the six days of 
Creation represent 6,000 years of 
human history, with the Sabbath- 
millennium to follow, believe Christ 
will return at the end of next year. 
What they don’t know is that in one 
version of Usher’s chronology, this 
year is already 2003! And other ver-
sions, depending on disputed biblical 
data, vary by centuries! (See “Usher-
ing in the Second Advent,” page 48).
On the basis of fulfilling prophe-
cies, I believe His return is near. My 
conviction, however, has nothing to 
do with the 6,000-year theory or any
other fanciful time grid. 
Scripture gives little com-
fort to those who extrapo-
late a date for the Second Coming.
It was Jesus Himself—the One 
whose return the world is anticipat-
ing—who assures us that He “‘will 
come at an hour when you do not 
[italics added] expect him’” (Matt. 
24:44, NIV).* Again: “‘Behold, I 
come like a thief!”’ (Rev. 16:15). 
Does a thief advertise his intention 
to break into homes in your neigh-
borhood on a specific date? Even 
more emphatically—indeed, as if 
addressed directly to those research-
ing time lines in Scripture or else-
where—Jesus said: “It is not for you 
to know the times or dates the 
Father has set by his own authority” 
(Acts 1:7). For “‘no one knows about 
that day or hour, not even the angels 
in heaven’” (Matt. 24:36).
How could rebukes of date-setters 
be more emphatic! And yet, a few 
years ago, a well-known Christian
^Unless otherwise noted, all Bible texts in this 
article are quoted from the New Interna-
tional Version.
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radio station spokesman published a 
book giving the month and year on 
which the Lord would appear, while 
suggesting that we were denied only 
knowledge of the day and hour. Of 
course, his date, too, has passed, along 
with his reputation as a responsible 
exegete of Scripture.
In my latest book, Christ Is Com-
ing!** I examine end-time prophecies 
and a number of end-time move-
ments—the Charismatic, the Chris-
tian Coalition, Ecumenism, New Age, 
modern Spiritualism, Dispensation- 
alism, Dominionism, and Roman 
Catholicism. Overwhelming evi-
dence places them all on the fast- 
track of fulfilling Bible prophecy. 
Churches today are uniting on social 
issues while ignoring doctrinal divi-
sions (Rev. 14:8); the Christian Coali-
tion is making a concerted effort to 
break down the wall of separation 
between church and state, with the 
Supreme Court itself having badly 
damaged the wall (Rev. 13:11-14); the 
Charismatic movement encircles the 
world, uniting churches not on bibli-
cal truth but on experience (Rev. 
13:13; Luke 18:8).
Our time is characterized by 
moral disarray. Values, divorced 
from absolutes, fluctuate with the 
prevailing attitudes. Sin drags the 
race ever downward. Natural disas-
ters of unprecedented fury batter the
**Christ Is Coming (Review and Herald, 
1998, $24.99).
world. Faced with this climate, reli-
gious leaders suggest God is punish-
ing the world because of its sins and 
urge society to turn to God. Family 
values are extolled and appeals made 
to make Sunday a family day.
Is it only coincidental that at this 
time Pope lohn Paul II, now regarded 
as the moral leader of the world, 
appeals for Sunday legislation? His 
July 1998 encyclical, Dies Domini 
(“The Lords Day”), says: “Christians 
will naturally strive to ensure that 
civil legislation respects their duty to 
keep Sunday holy” (paragraph 67). 
The new (1994) Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, which the pope calls 
“a sure norm for teaching the faith,” 
says: “In respecting religious liberty 
and the common good of all, Chris-
tians should seek recognition of Sun-
days and the Church’s holy days as 
legal holidays” (p. 528, par. 2188).
Just three days before the Sunday 
encyclical was released, the pope 
issued an apostolic letter, Ad Tuen- 
dam Fidem (“For a Secure Faith”), 
which added the following to the 
canon law of the church: “Whoever 
denies a truth which must be 
believed with divine and catholic 
faith, or who calls into doubt, or 
who totally repudiates the Christian 
faith, and does not retract after hav-
ing been legitimately warned, is to 
be punished as a heretic or an apos-
tate with a major excommunication.
. . . ” (Canon 1436, par. 1).
The pope added: “Whoever obsti-
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nately rejects a teaching that the 
Roman Pontiff or the College of 
Bishops, exercising the authentic 
Magesterium, have set forth to be 
held definitively or who affirms 
what they have condemned as erro-
neous, and does not retract after 
having been legitimately warned, is 
to be punished with an appropriate 
penalty” (Canon 1436, par. 2).
Now, do the above two canons 
seem to reflect the gentle admonish-
ments of a kindly old man? Or do 
they seem to fit better in the Revela-
tion of a kindly old saint imprisoned 
on Patmos? (See Revelation 13:3, 4, 
15.) Recent Protestant “canons” also 
must concern us: The Dominionists 
have called for the death penalty for 
not keeping Sunday holy.
Pope John Paul II believes that 
Mary saved him from assassination 
and during his recuperation visited 
him. He claims that Mary is in 
charge of last-day events, and that 
the faithful should look to her and 
seek her intercession before God. 
Apparitions of Mary allegedly are 
appearing in various parts of the 
world. Countless thousands regard 
her as co-Redeemer.
The end-game is a world take-
over. Says John, with an eye on psy-
chic wonders and miracles: “They 
are spirits of demons performing 
miraculous signs, and they go out to 
the kings of the whole world, to 
gather them for the battle on the 
great day of God Almighty. ‘Behold,
I come like a thief.’” (Rev. 16:14,15).
And what will the spirits say?
“Communications from the spir-
its. . . will lament the great wicked-
ness in the world and second the tes-
timony of religious teachers that the 
degraded state of morals is caused 
by the desecration of Sunday. Great 
will be the indignation excited 
against all who refuse to accept their 
testimony” (The Great Controversy, 
p. 590). “Those who honor the Bible 
Sabbath will be denounced as ene-
mies of law and order, as breaking 
down the moral restraints of society, 
causing anarchy and corruption, and 
calling down the judgments of God 
upon the earth” (Ibid., p. 592).
ATS looks to Scripture and 
inspired messages given this church 
for guidance in meeting the chal-
lenges of end-time. Thank God that 
Christ rather than Mary is our hope. 
He has promised: “T will never leave 
you, nor forsake you’” (Heb. 13:5, 
NKJV), for “‘surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age’” 
(Matt. 28:20). For “‘at that time 
Michael, the great prince who pro-
tects your people, will arise. There 
will be a time of distress such as has 
not happened from the beginning of 
nations until then. But at that time 
your people—everyone whose name 
is found written in the book—will 
be delivered’”(Dan. 12:1).
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